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in vogue. Just below the frieze a shelf is carried round the 
room, supported by ornate brackets, on which can be placed 
various articles of brie a-brac. If the alcove is a particularly 
light one, we would advise the walls covered with a plain tint 
of Gobelin blue, but if it is somewhat dark and cheerfulness is 
necessary in the walls, we would advise them to be covered with 
a pale mustard yellow ingrain. The lounge itself is covered with 




A Decorated Alcove. 

saddle-bag upholstery, and there is a Karan table in front of 
same, standing in the center of an Oriental rug. The great idea 
is to secure the right harmony of color, which, more than costly 
materials, secures artistic results, and such' an addition as this 
to one's apartments will prove a daily delight. 



HOLIDAY CALENDARS. 

By Carrib Mat Ashton. 



AS the holidays approach, many and novel are the calendars 
seen in the shop windows, tempting people to buy. 
Many there are who must fashion with their own hands 
the pretty souvenirs sent by them to loving friends as holiday 
gifts. One of the most artistic and original of calendars was de- 
signed by a New York artist, and is made of parchment paper 
nine and a half inches long and five inches in width. 

The decorations are most unique and Oriental, and are done 
in sepia. 

The leaves are tied together with the softest crepe looking 
ribbon of a yellow shade. The ribbon is also run in and out at 
the bottom and tied in bows at the corners. 

On the cover appears a quaint looking scroll with A. D. 
1893 in it. Each page has fancy scrolls together with other novel 
designs. The holes for the ribbon to be run through are not 
punched as ordinary ones are, but are burned out with acid. 

Another novel and attractive calendar is divided into the 
four seasons. 

Spring is represented by a cunning child with an umbrella 
over his head to protect him from the spring showers. Flowers 
are growing all around him, and he looks the personification of 
happiness and contentment. 

Summer shows another child barefooted and barearmed 
fanning himself and enjoying the summer fruits and flowers. 
Next comes fall with its autumn leaves and berries, and a child 
playing happily among the rustling leaves. Winter is repre- 
sented by a bright-faced child bundled up to its chin with furs 
and robes and the snow coming down fast. Any one with bright 
ideas can vary this and make a variety of calendars from this 
novel and picturesque design. 



The one described is done on white Bristol board, but parch- 
ment paper. Water color paper can be used equally well. 

A very simple and attractive calendar is made of water- 
color paper and has twelve pages, one for each month, all 
fastened together at the top with a silk cord so that as the 
months slip by they can be slipped over the top to the back. 
The designs seen on this are grasses, berries and sprays of flow- 
ers suited to the month. 

Appropriate quotations are also found on each page, which 
are given below : 

" January, icy cold, 
Leaves a mantle soft and white." 
" February, sharp and bold, 
Onward takes his busy flight." 
" March's chilly breezes blow, 
Still they're touched by winter's hand." 
" April melts the frozen snow, 
April sunshine floods the land." 
" May awakes the sleeping flowers, 
Reigns a sweet and happy queen, 
With her coaxing sun and showere, 
Robes the trees in tender green." 
" June is bright with roses gay, 
Harebells bloom around her feet." 
" Hot July rakes new mown hay 
From the meadows, fresh and sweet." 
-" August's pleasant, quiet reign 
Bids the meadow lilies come." 
"And September's golden grain 
Makes a welcome harvest home." 
" Glad October's 6hining sun 
Paints the leaves in richest dyes." 
" And November, dreary one, 
Shoots hi6 arrows as he flies." 
" Cold December's latest breath 
Makes the woods and meadows drear, 
And his eyelids close in death 
As he ends the happy year." 

A very simple and effective calendar is of parchment paper 
ten inches by seven. In the left hand lower corner is the small 
calendar pad that can be obtained very easily at any insurance 
office. 

A graceful spray of wild roses is painted on one side. At the 
top appears the quotation, "Leaf by leaf the roses fall." 

Another equally pretty one is of heavy water color paper, 
and has a pretty little snow scene on it surrounded by a wreath 
of mistletoe and holly. The quotation on this is, " The leaves of 
life keep falling one by one." 

A very unique calendar is of white Bristol board six inches 
by four and a half, and is fastened together by a white silk 
cord and tassels. 

On the cover is a flock of birds, with trailing vines and flow- 
ers and a fairy,' looking into the distance. Kate Grreenway fig- 
ures in their picturesque costumes are seen on each page with 
an appropriate quotation for the month represented. 

It is a good plan to take quotations from some favorite 
author and illustrate it as fancy dictates. Dickens, Shakespeare, 
Longfellow, Whittier, Holmes, Bryant, E. P. Roe, Helen Hunt 
Jackson, and Frances E. Willard are all excellent writers, and 
appropriate quotations can be selected from their books for 
calendars. 

It is always wisest to have any gift suited to the person it 
is intended for. This is by no means difficult when one is mak- 
ing a variety of calendars. A very acceptable one can be made 
for a friend whose chief hobby is temperance, by selecting tem- 
perance quotations from different authors. Another one for an 
enthusiast on equal suffrage can be arranged in a similar man- 
ner. 

Where one has a scrap book and saves popular poems, 
essays, etc., it is an easy matter to procure quotations for almost 
any style of a calendar. 

Not only are calendars suitable for holiday gifts, but they 
can be made very profitable if one desires. Many a merchant 
will be glad to have some artist furnish him with hand-painted 
ones for the holidays, and will pay a good price for them. It 
is well to have them ready early in the season, or some one else 
may be ahead, and thus you will lose your chance of disposing 
of them. 

Calendars are always in demand for Christmas fairs and 
bazaars, and usually bring a good price. 
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